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Choose the answer that best completes the sentence or answers the question.

1. Water that is salty and unpleasant to drink can be 
described as:
A choppy
B fresh
C brackish
D frothy

2. Another word for nearsighted is:
A clairvoyant
B invidious
C myopic
D intransigent

3. If motives are not hidden, they can be described 
as:
A germane
B overt
C suspicious
D relevant

4. A time that is happy and peaceful might be 
described as:
A banal
B stagnant
C turbulent
D halcyon

5. The opposite of soothing is:
A coherent
B insatiable
C incendiary
D tranquil

6. Which of following might be used to describe a 
word that people find derogatory and belittling?
A pejorative
B comparative
C acquisitive
D ameliorative

I had never been an avid chess fan, and, to tell the truth, I actually knew very little about the game until last 
weekend. That’s when my cousin Ricardo offered to show me how to play. After reviewing the basic moves 
that can be made with the different pieces, he explained that in a chess game, there are three stages, which are 
known as the opening, the middle game, and the end game. Next, he showed me some possible ways to begin 
the game, including a number of classic gambits, such as the Queen’s Gambit and the Danish Gambit. When I 
said that sacrificing a piece in order to gain a later advantage seemed very complicated and devious, he 
suggested we simply try to play. It isn’t hard to guess what happened then. Ricardo proceeded with celerity to 
capture most of my pieces and soon defeated me with a quiet declaration of “checkmate.” On the bright side, 
however, he promised me that the more I play, the more I will understand the game.

7. An avid (line 1) fan is most likely to feel:
A eager
B disappointed
C ambivalent
D indifferent

8. Gambits (line 5) could also be called:
A victories
B ploys
C ties
D tournaments

9. Which of the following words could not be used 
to replace devious (line 6)?
A shifty
B tricky
C straightforward
D roundabout

10. In line 7, celerity is used to show that Ricardo 
played in what manner?
A slyly
B ineptly
C quickly
D quietly
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Answer Section

1. ANS: C
2. ANS: C
3. ANS: B
4. ANS: D
5. ANS: C
6. ANS: A
7. ANS: A
8. ANS: B
9. ANS: C

10. ANS: C


